
 Michigan Libertarian Newsle�er 
 August 2024 

 In This Issue 
 •  Statewide Candidate Nomina�ng Conven�on Recap 

 •  Opera�on Mockingbird Never Ended 

 •  Meet your candidate: Bill Krebaum 

 •  Meet your candidate: Shawn Orton 

 Contribu�ons and Comments Welcome 
 Contribu�ons are welcome, with careful a�en�on to our  guidelines  . Comments, ar�cles, or 
 requests of adver�sement space, for the next issue of the Michigan Libertarian, may be sent to 
 newsle�er@michiganlp.org  .  Submissions sent later  than the 20  th  of each month may not have 
 �me to be used. Ar�cles are o�en posted to  michiganlp.org/headlines  ahead of our publica�on 
 date. 

 The Libertarian Party of Michigan (LPMI) depends on contribu�ons to carry out its mission. 
 Please Visit us at  MichiganLP.org  and scroll down  to the bo�om of our homepage to gain access 
 to our contribu�on form. 

 Statewide Candidate Nomina�ng Conven�on Recap 

 By Trevor Step 

 The 2024 Statewide Candidate Nomina�ng Conven�on marked the first �me a Libertarian Party 

 of Michigan conven�on was held in the Upper Peninsula! The Kewadin Casino made for a 

 fantas�c venue. The surrounding natural beauty and local ameni�es were appreciated by the 

 members of the LPMI. 

 Unfortunately, the weekend started a li�le rough with the na�onwide Crowdstrike failure 

 grounding our guest speaker Libertarian Party Presiden�al Nominee Chase Oliver’s flights. He 

 was unable to re-book flights in �me for the conven�on. He shared some details of the ordeal 



 2 
 here (  h�ps://votechaseoliver.com/civicrm/? 

 civiwp=CiviCRM&q=civicrm%2Fmailing%2Fview&reset=1&id=e3e3daf6c2f9e6ce&cid=104627& 

 c  s=f5fe383896c0f176d11f3c13cc729780_1721904322_720  )  . 

 He was disappointed that he could not a�end, but he was able to join via Zoom for his breakfast 

 speaking engagement. 

 The business progressed in typical Libertarian Party 

 fashion (slowly but deliberately). A�er some brief 

 reports, the members elected Paul Urben to serve as 

 the Libertarian Party of Michigan  Treasurer, 

 Congratula�ons Paul! Our lunch speaker, Joseph 

 Solis-Mullen gave a rive�ng speech,  (which can be 

 viewed here 

 h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-w-tm6AIg0 ) 

 that was a highlight of the weekend. When the body resumed 

 business a�er lunch, we were pleasantly surprised by Mr. 

 Solis-Mullen’s self-nomina�on for the US Senate. He was 

 ul�mately nominated for the posi�on, and I look forward to 

 suppor�ng his race. Candidate nomina�ons went smoothly 

 with an amazing slate of candidates represen�ng the 

 Libertarian Party of Michigan this November. The following 

 candidates will appear  on the November 5 ballot 

 Chase  Oliver  President 

 Mike  ter Maat  Vice President 

 Joseph  Solis-Mullen  US Senate 

 Christopher  Clark  US House Rep, Dist 13 

 Mike  Saliba  US House Rep, Dist 10 



 Kevin  Vayko  US House Rep, Dist 9 

 Steve  Barcelo  US House Rep, Dist 8 

 Leah  Dailey  US House Rep, Dist 7 

 Bill  Krebaum  US House Rep, Dist 6 

 Alex  Avery  US House Rep, Dist 3 

 Ben  DeJong  US House Rep, Dist 2 

 Andrew  Gale  US House Rep, Dist 1 

 Sco�  Boman  State Board of Educa�on 

 Andrew  Chadderdon  Regent of the University of Michigan 

 Grant  Baker  Trustee of Michigan State University 

 Farid  Ishac  Wayne State University Board of Governors 

 Richard  McClain  State Representa�ve District 87 

 Kayla  Wilkinson  State Representa�ve District 108 

 Ty Glenn  Lautner  State Representa�ve District 104 

 Raphael  Wolfe  State Representa�ve District 41 

 James  Young  State Representa�ve District 21 

 Bruce  Jaquays  Commerce Township Supervisor 

 Andy  Evans  Cheboygan County Commissioner 

 Trevor  Step  Green Oak Township Trustee 

 Jake  Basse�  Wexford County Sherriff 

 Katelynn  Ingraham  Wexford County Treasurer 

 Chris�na  Byron  Wexford County Register of Deeds 

 Kimberly  Dowlan  Grand Traverse County Treasurer 

 Cory  Dean  Blair Township Trustee 

 David  Clark  Blair Township Trustee 



 Dawn  Draper  Blair Township Treasurer 

 Milton  Marente�e  Hanover Township Trustee 

 Eric  Smith  Springfield Township Trustee 

 Collin  Fitzgerald  Wayne County Commissioner, Dist 15 

 Wesley  Crouse  Wayne County Commissioner, Dist 14 

 Kerry  Morgan  Wayne County Prosecu�ng A�orney 

 Joseph  LeBlanc  Wayne County County Clerk 

 Alexander  Curley  Hayes Township Supervisor 

 Robert  Black  Crystal Falls Township Supervisor 

 Michael  Gorbe  Grand Traverse County Sheriff 

 Zack  Dean  Grand Traverse County Drain Commissioner 

 Ma�hew  Lundy  Antrim County Drain Commissioner 

 Shawn  Orton  Filer Township Trustee 

 Jason  Morgan  Rockland Township Supervisor 

 Mark  King  Ypsilan� City Council 

 Larry  Johnson  Ypsilan� Township Parks Commissioner 

 Kosciuszko  Gilbert  Pi�sfield Township Parks Commissioner 

 Frederick  Horndt  Macomb County Commissioner, Dist 12 

 Aaron  Miranov  Macomb County Commissioner, Dist 10 

 Jim  Fulner  Macomb County Public Works Commission 

 Brice  Burge  Munising City Commission (NonPar�san) 

 Mark  Price  Highland Park School Board (NonPar�san) 

 https://michiganlp.org/2024-candidates/ 
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 Opera�on Mockingbird never ended. 

 By Dylan Allman @DylanMAllman 

 It simply went underground, adap�ng to the �mes, and has now wormed its way into the heart 
 of our so-called "free" media. 

 The CIA's tentacles have �ghtened their grip on the informa�on pipelines, turning journalists 
 into puppets and editors into marione�es. Anyone who thinks otherwise is either blind or 
 complicit in this grand charade. 

 Today’s media landscape is a ba�lefield, and you are the target. 

 The advent of social media and the internet has only provided new weapons for this war on 
 truth. Influencers, algorithms, and echo chambers—these are the modern-day opera�ves of a 
 program that never truly died. 

 The illusion of choice is perhaps the most insidious aspect of this modern Mockingbird. You 
 think you’re picking your news sources, but they’re picking you, feeding you curated lies and 
 half-truths that serve the establishment’s agenda. 

 The cozy rela�onship between government, corpora�ons, and media giants is not just 
 problema�c; it’s a dystopian nightmare. 

 Mega-corpora�ons  with  intelligence  agency  connec�ons  dominate  the  digital  sphere,  ensuring 
 that  dissent  is  drowned  out  by  a  cacophony  of  controlled  narra�ves.  Whistleblowers  and  truth 
 tellers are vilified, silenced, or worse, while the masses are spoon-fed comfor�ng lies. 

 Opera�on Mockingbird is not just a relic of the Cold War—it’s a blueprint for our current media 
 matrix. 
 The lines between truth and propaganda have never been blurrier, and the average ci�zen is 
 le� to si� through the debris of manufactured consent. The stakes are higher now than ever. 
 The  manipula�on is more sophis�cated, the tools more advanced, and the control more 
 pervasive. 



 Your only defense is relentless skep�cism. 

 Ques�on everything, trust nothing, and seek the truth even if it means wading through a 
 swamp of deceit. In an era where grand narra�ves are crumbling and truth is a rare commodity, 
 your personal quest for authen�city is the ul�mate act of rebellion. 

 The specter of Opera�on Mockingbird is a bleak reminder: the war for your mind is ongoing, 
 and vigilance is your only weapon. 



 Meet your Candidate: Bill Krebaum 
 Dear Libertarian, I’m wri�ng to let you know that I’m seeking the Libertarian nomina�on for the 

 U.S. House of Representa�ves in the 6th District of Michigan. This seat is securely held by 

 Democrat Debbie Dingell and has been occupied by a Dingell since 1933! In case you’re not 

 familiar with who I am, let me fill you in a li�le bit regarding my background. While a student at 

 the University of Michigan in 1972, I was one of the founding members of the Libertarian Party 

 of Michigan. In the mid-seven�es I served a term as chairman of the LPM and led the Michigan 

 delega�on to the na�onal conven�on in New York, where we nominated Roger MacBride as our 

 presiden�al candidate for 1976. In 1980, I worked for the Ed Clark campaign, gathering 

 thousands of ballot access pe��on signatures in several states, and organized the pe��on drive 

 in the state of Indiana. In those early decades I ran for office on several occasions, including 

 state representa�ve, U.S. House and Ann Arbor city council. I’ve not been very ac�ve poli�cally 

 in recent years, but the deteriora�ng state of our country impels me to now make an effort to 

 try and turn things around. I was born in 1953 and raised in northwest Detroit, moving to 

 Farmington Township when I was in tenth grade, gradua�ng from North Farmington High School 

 in 1971. I’ve lived in Ann Arbor and environs since the 1980s and I’ve had a varied career, 

 including project manager for an engineering firm, over-the-road semi-trailer truck driver, and, 

 since 2010, proprietor of Pi�’s Barber Shop in Ann Arbor. The failures of the Congress to provide 

 proper leadership are so numerous that I will touch on just a few of them now. The federal 

 government is approximately $35 TRILLION in debt, which is increasing by the hour. This 

 congress is nonchalantly selling future genera�ons of Americans into debt slavery. We must 

 immediately enact deep and painful cuts in federal spending. Suspend all foreign aid 

 expenditures un�l Congress passes a balanced budget. This means defunding Ukraine, Israel 

 and Taiwan, etc., etc. Reorient military spending to the defense of the United States and away 

 from maintaining a worldwide economic and poli�cal empire. We can slash the Pentagon 

 budget without compromising the security of the USA. Let’s close foreign bases and bring our 

 troops home. Stop crea�ng wars and killing people all over the world. End the coups, 
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 assassina�ons and regime change opera�ons being carried out with U.S. taxpayer funds. 

 Congress is completely derelict in its responsibility to reform immigra�on laws. We must make it 

 easier for immigrants to come here legally, yet prevent unchecked illegal immigra�on. Eliminate 

 the Department of Educa�on— return responsibility for educa�on to families, locali�es and the 

 States. Stop entrapping students in massive mountains of debt through the federally guaranteed 

 student loan program. We, the People, must take back control of our government  from the 

 special interests who so adroitly promote their own wealth and power at the expense  of the 

 American people. President Eisenhower, in his farewell address to the na�on, warned of  the 

 corrup�ng influence of the Military Industrial Complex (MIC). The hour is late, we must  heed his 

 warning and take ac�on before we lose the United States forever. Make America Free  Again! My 

 main goal in this campaign is to encourage people to think independently, to bring  new people 

 into the Libertarian movement so that we can build a be�er future.  Regards, Bill Krebaum (734) 

 320-2677 billkrebaum@gmail.com 



 Meet your Candidate: Shawn Orton 

 Contact:  Shawn Orton 

 electshawnorton@outlook.com 

 Libertarian Shawn Orton Runs for Filer Township 
 Trustee 

 -- Focus is on financial health, reducing burdensome policies, spurring redevelopment of 
 vacant sites, and re-balancing budget alloca�ons to benefit year-round residents – 

 CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF FILER (MANISTEE), MI – August 5, 2024 – Shawn Orton, a life�me 
 resident of the Manistee area, announced his campaign for elec�on as a Trustee of the Charter 
 Township of Filer, Manistee County, Michigan. He is running on the Libertarian �cket. His 
 primary focus is to make more prudent financial decisions by assessing the actual cost-to 
 benefit impact of ordinances, appointments, and contracts. In addi�on, Mr. Orton seeks to 
 minimize ci�zen burdens and re-balance budgetary alloca�ons to benefit year-round residents 
 to a greater extent – despite the important contribu�on that tourism and visitors bring to the 
 local economy. 

 •  “We all enjoy the natural beauty of our beaches  and the a�rac�ve streetscapes 
 downtown,” explained Orton, “but we seem to have put all of our eggs in one basket – 
 as far as investments – by direc�ng so much of our road budget to tourist routes while 
 overlooking our neighborhood streets and side roads. Year-round residents s�ll have to 
 drive to work, get to school, run errands, and go about their lives without having to 
 nego�ate too many road hazards. I think they’d like to know that their voices are heard, 
 too.” 

 •  Mr. Orton also explained that a robust agenda to  re-purpose and a�ract tenants to 
 vacant proper�es – such as the old Kmart complex, Clark gas sta�on, and US Forest 
 Service sites – would contribute to the financial health of the community: “It would 

 generate revenues that will minimize the remaining burden on other residents. People 
 are hur�ng from the high cost of housing, food, and energy,” he said. “Even though I 
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 can’t change the infla�on caused by the Federal Reserve or the debt-spending in 
 Washington or Lansing, as a Trustee, I can help bring back some of the revenue that 
 we’re leaving on the table at these now-vacant facili�es.” On top of that,” said Orton, “a 
 key driver of housing costs is excessive zoning ordinances. They don’t just increase 
 homelessness; they make it tougher for you and me by requiring upgrades that many of 
 us cannot afford. Sure, we’d all like to own a luxury car, for example, but if you make it 
 illegal to buy anything but a top-of-the-line vehicle with all the bells and whistles, it 
 leaves a lot of people without transporta�on. The impact is the same when zoning 
 ordinances become excessive.” 

 •  Orton summed up his approach from an economic perspec�ve:  “We need a frugal 
 mindset. That means obtaining compe��ve bids and keeping the number of tasks 
 expected of our township employees to a cost-effec�ve, sustainable level. If you go 
 beyond that, you’re asking for higher costs for not much of a benefit. I think we’ll do 
 be�er if we empower ci�zens to make their own decisions without interfering. For 
 instance, charging a $500 fee simply to list a business ac�vity seems to be way out of 
 line. What’s the jus�fica�on for that?” 

 Mr.  Orton  looks  forward  to  serving  the  residents  of  Filer  Township  and  working  together  with 
 the  other  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  ensure  that  ci�zens  con�nue  to  set  their  own 
 goals and enjoy their lives in the community. 

 Mr. Orton is employed as a manufacturing engineer at Myotek, which designs and manufactures 
 vehicle ligh�ng solu�ons. Married and a father to his son, Mr. Orton holds a bachelor of science 
 in automo�ve engineering technology from Ferris State University, where he graduated  cum 
 laude  , was on the dean’s list for several years with  high honors, and holds cer�ficates in quality 
 technology and performance motorsports. He also holds an associate degree in liberal arts and 
 sciences from West Shore Community College. Mr. Orton’s interests include home renova�on, 
 environmental concerns, and human and animal welfare. 



 Officers & Staff 
 Chair: Andrew Chadderdon,  chair@michiganlp.org 
 First Vice Chair: Leah Dailey,  vcaffiliates@michiganlp.org 
 Second Vice Chair: Trevor Step, 
 vcpoli�caldirector@michiganlp.org  Secretary: Daniel  Ziemba, 
 secretary@michiganlp.org 
 Treasurer: Paul Urben,  treasurer@michiganlp.org 
 District 1 Rep: Ryan Roberts,  dist1rep@michiganlp.org 
 District 2 Rep: Ben DeJong,  dist2rep@michiganlp.org 
 District 3 Rep: Rich McClain,  dist3rep@michiganlp.org 
 District 4 Rep: Michelle Gregoire,  dist4rep@michiganlp.org 
 District 5 Rep: Norm Peterson,  dist5rep@michiganlp.org 
 District 6 Rep: Jus�n Miramon�,  dist6rep@michiganlp.org 
 District 7 Rep: Dominic Thelan,  dist7rep@michiganlp.org 
 District 8 Rep: Alice Freeborn-Hall,  dist8rep@michiganlp.org 
 District 9 Rep: Daniel Muehl-Miller,  dist9rep@michiganlp.org 
 District 10 Rep: Vacant,  dist10rep@michiganlp.org 
 District 11 Rep: Jeff Pi�el,  dist11rep@michiganlp.org 
 District 12 Rep: Vacant,  dist12rep@michiganlp.org 
 District 13 Rep: Collin Fitzgerald,  dist13rep@michiganlp.org 

 Judicial Commi�ee Members 

 Connor Nepomuceno,  judicialcommi�ee@michiganlp.org 
 Joshua Jongema,  judicialcommi�ee@michiganlp.org 

 Appointed Posi�ons 

 Webmaster: Vacant,  Webmaster@MichiganLP.org 
 Director, LPMI Communica�ons: Ben DeJong,  Communica�ons@michiganlp.org  . 

 Affiliate Contacts 
 ***Please contact local affiliate officers to learn how to get involved in their mee�ngs. 

 Capital Area  : 
 Chair - Ben DeJong Phone: 616-916-6031 Email:  capitalarealp@gmail.com  Info:  h�ps://michiganlp.org/ 
 capital-area/ 

 Huron-Raisin  : 
 Chair - Mark King Email:  chair@huronraisinlp.org  Info:  h�ps://lpwc.wordpress.com 

 Jackson-Hillsdale  : 
 Chair - Norman Peterson Email:  norman.peterson@comcast.net  . 



 Livingston County  : 
 Chair - Trevor Step Email:  trevortstep@gmail.com  Info:  h�p://livingstonlp.org 

 Mid Michigan (Affiliate Applicant): 
 Alice Freeborn Hall  dist8rep@michiganlp.org 

 Northern Michigan  : 
 Chair - Stephanie Dean Phone: 231-620-5280 Email:  cory0269@yahoo.com 

 Oakland County  : 
 Chair - Leah Dailey Email:  fuleahrd@gmail.com  Info:  h�ps://www.facebook.com/lpocmi/ 

 Southwest Michigan  : 
 Chair - Andrew Duke Email:  chair@swmlp.com  Info:  h�ps://swmlp.com 

 Straits Area  : 
 Chair - Andy Evans Phone: 231-625-8403 Email:  amevans_1968@yahoo.com  Info:  Straitslp.com  or 
 facebook.com/StraitsAreaLP 

 Upper Peninsula Libertarian Party  : 
 Chair - Ryan Roberts Phone: 906-420-2995 Email:  ryan_r03@hotmail.com  Info: 
 h�ps://michiganlp.org/  lp-of-upper-peninsula/ 

 Wayne County  : 
 Chair - Jami Van Als�ne Email:  jamiracquel2004@yahoo.com  . 

 Explore the  Buds ‘N Reality Podcast  with anarchist/libertarian Shaun Collins 

mailto:dist8rep@michiganlp.org


 Upcoming Events 
 ***  Some mee�ngs can get canceled, or loca�ons can change with short no�ce. Consider checking event pages or contac�ng 
 hosts for updated informa�on before travelling to events 

 h�ps://michiganlp.org/get-involved/events/ 

 Are you inspired by our ideals?  Join the party today  ,  and  consider running for office  under 
 our  banner to get these ideals enacted in your community. 

 If you are new to the  Michigan Libertarian  , you can find archived issues here: 
 h�p://  old.michiganlp.org/resources-2/newsle�er  . 

 The Libertarian Party is commi�ed to America’s heritage of freedom: individual 
 liberty and personal responsibility, a free-market economy of abundance and 
 prosperity, a foreign policy of non-interven�on, peace, and free trade. 

 LPMI Phone: 888.FREE.NOW 

 Paid for with regulated funds by the Libertarian Party of Michigan Execu�ve Commi�ee, Inc. 
 DBA the Libertarian Party of Michigan. Not authorized by any candidate. 

 PO Box 614, Royal Oak MI 48068 

https://michiganlp.org/get-involved/events/

